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EDITOR’S NOTE
Thank you for dropping by to take a look at
this year’s issue of the Causeway magazine.
The content in this issue has been lovingly
compiled by members of the previous
CUMSA committee, as a parting gift for the
community here at Cambridge. The design
and formatting of this issue is created by
myself (with many thanks to Pinterest and
Unsplash for inspiration), and I hope
it is a visual feast for you as it was for
me in putting together this piece of work.
This issue of Causeway takes us back in time by
revisiting past CUMSA events over the previous
academic year. If you had not had the opportunity to
join us at these events, it is our hope that you will be
able to gain some warmth from browsing the photos
included, and hopefully join us in future events. For those
who have graced us with your presence at our gatherings, we
would like to extend a very warm thank you for making the
events a success. We hope you have had as much joy and
laughter as we have had in planning these meetups for you.
As we pass the baton on to the incoming committee (who are actually already
installed at this point in time), we will hence leave you with this small memento of
our time together. It has been an absolutely enjoyable time piecing this e-magazine
together, and I hope you have a great time browsing it! May it serve as a small
reminder of what we are capable of when we come together as a community to
celebrate our similarities and differences.
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Gabriel Wang
It is always hard to say goodbye.
CUMSA has been around for a long time, and it is
now time for my committee to retire and allow the
next batch of juniors to helm the honour and
responsibility of managing the Malaysian and
Singaporean community here at Cambridge.
Committees come and go as seniors graduate;
however, one thing will never change: the CUMSA
spirit. The spirit of community and friendship
which will last through the generations.
Today, I am grateful for the help and support by
my CUMSA seniors, who have tirelessly guided me
through my first steps at Cambridge. We still remain
in touch and I believe we will always be there for
each other, in good times and bad. I hope to have
achieved the same for my juniors, sharing the same
support that my seniors have given me. This is the
true CUMSA spirit, embodied in its people.

The committee has been passionate about serving its
members, caring for our members’ welfare and
improving the reach of our events, all for the sake of
bettering our society. Our orientation series, the
Oxbridge games, the ski-trip, garden party and
D&D, just to name a few, would not have been
possible without the hard work of my incredible
committee members.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my
team: Bryan, Sujay, Arthur, Yau Xuan, Jarvis, John
Paul, Choon Kiat, our Graduate Representatives
Alexander and Jasmine, and Jazreen, who has made
an amazing effort designing and putting this
magazine together. I also hope you have enjoyed
the food discounts we have secured for you this year.
To everyone who has contributed to CUMSA in
one way or another : a big thank you to each and
every one of you. I am grateful for the love and
support we have in growing our small community.
As my committee takes our leave and hands the
society over to Blake and his committee to continue
the great spirit of CUMSA, I do hope the rest of the
magazine brings you back to some amazing times!

Blake Ho

This year, CUMSA celebrates its 70th anniversary
since its founding by Lee Kuan Yew. Since then, the
community has grown to well over 300 members,
many of whom have been actively participating and
engaging in the various events we plan each year.
The incoming committee is honoured to be able to
organise such events that not only strengthen our
ties from home, but also allows everyone to have
fun, relax and unwind with their friends. We have
many exciting ideas for some new events in the
upcoming year ahead, so do give us your continued
support for our plans to come to fruition!
I would also take this opportunity thank in advance
all the dedicated members of my committee. We will
definitely put in their heart and soul into every event
we are planning for this year. At the same time, I
would like to express gratitude to the members of
Gabriel’s committee: without them, many of the
events will not have been the same without their
creative ideas and meticulous planning.

On behalf of CUMSA, our committee would also
like to thank all our sponsors for the past year –
Rajah & Tann, Overseas Singaporean Unit,
Economic Development Board, BNP Paribas and
Entrepreneur First Singapore for their support for
the events we plan, as well as for this magazine.
Without the support of our sponsors, our society
would not be able to enjoy many of our events, and
we hope to have our sponsors’ continued support
for the incoming committee in the year ahead!
I hope you will enjoy reading this year’s publication
of Causeway and I hope this will serve as a little
souvenir from Cambridge that you will cherish and
remember. In years to come, to continue to stay in
touch with the people you have met and made
friends with – by then, we hope to have established
an active alumni network.
Many thanks for all your support!
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warwick summer
games
By: jarvis go

Since its inauguration in 2009, the Warwick Summer Games (“WSG”) has been held annually for Singaporeans
studying in the UK to gather for a day of sporting fun. This year, the 9th edition of the games was held in Republic
Polytechnic and was comprised of basketball, table tennis, floorball, frisbee, netball, soccer, captain’s ball and touch
rugby) and two games (contract bridge and Monopoly Deal).
WSG 2017 was the first time that incoming freshers were acquainted with their seniors. However, the Cantabs quickly
came together as one and fought ferociously, shattering the evidently false presumption that we were the nerdier
school. We shared victories, especially in Floorball and Captains’ Ball, where we survived each match, making
comebacks after comebacks to enter the semis and then advancing the finals. It was an exhilarating experience, as we did
not think that we could progress this far.
We shared losses, but we dealt with them humbly and humorously. After losing spectacularly in contract bridge,
Gabriel Wang – President of the 2016/17 CUMSA Committee, remarked in his characteristically booming voice that
CUMSA had to change any references to Cambridge to “Cam” as “we’ve lost the Bridge from our Cambridge”.
Gabriel’s punny joke then went on to be the joke of the day at WSG within our teams.
There was much blood, sweat (given the arduous journey to the ulu Republic Polytechnic) and tears, but there were
also friendships forged, memories made and countless selfies shot. The unifying power of sports was in full display, as
competing universities on the playing field later shared a Milo ‘gao’ in the nearby canteen, bonding over our shared
experiences in the UK.

By: Arthur Lee

I Cam, I Saw, I Conquered.
From August 26th to 28th, the incoming freshers came
together, saw goodness in one another, and conquered
the initial apprehension of starting a new phase of life.
Guided by their orientation group leaders (OGLs),
they officially embarked on the first step of their
undergraduate journey with the 3-day, 2-night orientation camp together.
Like a Cambridge term, fortunately or unfortunately,
there was never a period of lull in the high-octane,
action-packed camp. The freshers were not spared even
on the first day, as they let their hair down in games
that pit orientation groups against onw another. They
then trotted around the northern part of the island the
next day, to compete for the best orientation group in
the Amazing Race. Through the various comical
games, to say the least, the freshers got to see through
the initial barrier of unfamiliarity and see the
light-hearted side of one another.
Unique to this orientation, the final night was marked
by the inaugural CUMSA campfire. Many returning
seniors joined in. For the first time, the freshers felt for
themselves the homeliness and togetherness of the
larger CUMSA fraternity.

Accompanied by the warm light and the soft crackle of
the campfire – not forgetting the humidity and the
mosquitoes – the CUMSA band, Mutiny, kicked off
the campfire by serenading the audience with soothing
ballads. The orientation groups then entertained one
another with their whimsical performances.
There were also poignant moments during the
campfire, when seniors shared their experience and
struggles in Cambridge with the freshers. The sharing
was raw and heartfelt.

Albeit grim, it was also reassuring at the same time, as
it brought out how CUMSA has served as a constant,
familiar source of comfort in a foreign country. This
resonated well with many seniors at the campfire, who
themselves received this kindness and support from the
CUMSA community. It was also for this reason that
many of them joined the camp as planners and
facilitators, to give back to their juniors and to provide
support for them.
The next day after the campfire night, freshers
journeyed down south to Siloso Beach for the final set
of games. There, they had joy, they had fun; they
played sports in the sun.
By then, the atmosphere was markedly different from
the cautiousness and apprehension of the first day. It
was relaxed and familiar. Through three days of games,
laughter, and heart to heart, everyone got to find a
friend in one another.
Suddenly, the theme of the camp felt wide of the
mark. Instead, it should have been “We Cam, We Saw,
We Conquered”.

freshers’
squash
by: bryan chong

A staple of every CUMSA calendar is the Freshers’ Squash,
which is the first opportunity that freshers have to meet
and be acquainted with fellow Singaporeans upon their
arrival in Cambridge. Words of wisdom and advice are
usually dispensed by seniors during this informal mingling
session will doubtlessly help them in the days ahead.
Friendships that would blossom between fellow first-years
would be a source of warmth and support as they navigate
the vicissitudes of university life for the next couple of
years. And all while enjoying free food and drinks, courtesy
of CUMSA – what more could be asked for?
The Freshers’ Squash for the academic year 2017/18 was
held at Gonville & Caius College. Although the customary
milo-peng was not on offer, spirits were high as CUMSA
looked forward to an exciting year ahead. Many freshers
who had already become friends from the orientation camp
in August ventured forth to acquaint themselves with even
more contemporaries amidst the hustle and bustle within
the confines of the room.
It was also heartwarming to see that many seniors had made
time in their own schedules and turned up at the venue in
droves as well, not just to meet bright-eyed first-years, but
also to reconnect with old friends, wistfully recanting their
summer activities. This was but one example of CUMSA’s
usual camaraderie, and indeed, the first step for each
Cambridge undergraduate and graduate in forming lasting
relationships with their peers.
N.B. The images on this page were taken from the 2016/17 Freshers’ Squash.

tignes ski trip 2017
by: Sujay Thakur
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It was a fine morning when we set off from the
peaceful – and almost empty – Cambridge toward the
adventurous and exciting slopes of the French Alps.
We opted for the more pleasant flight to Geneva
followed by a 4-hour bus to the resort, after having
heard seniors recount their painful experiences of
travelling to the resort directly by bus from London.
Right from the start, the trip did not disappoint. We
bumped into a couple of other groups heading for the
same route, and time passed comfortably between
jokes, laughter and various stories from experienced
seniors regarding what had happened in the previous
trips. We arrived at Geneva airport and transferred
onto the connecting bus.

The ride was nothing short of breath-taking, with
beautiful scenery along the way. None of us had even
realised when we had crossed into France, having been
mesmerised by the dark and looming mountains
flanking our views.
Once we arrived at Tignes, the busload of Cambridge
students burst out through the doors like kids at a
candy store. Various frolics and photos later, we finally
entered the resort, where we were greeted by the warm
faces of our hosts, along with the enticing smell of the
buffet dinner prepared for us. We learnt that we
would be sharing the resort with the Singapore society
from Warwick, and it was wonderful to catch up with
some old friends I had not seen in years.
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All of us eventually turned in for the night, tired from
our travels but excited for our adventures the next day.
We put on our gear the next morning, and some
experienced aficionados left right away to gauge the
weather and slope conditions. Us novices had to wait
for our first lesson in the afternoon: honestly speaking,
none of us could even put our skis on, much less move
with them.

We were told that it was a significantly colder year, and
snowfall was very heavy. While this was excellent news
for the experts, the beginners began to worry. Our
vision was heavily impeded, and with extremely deep
powder snow lining up the slopes, skiing was very
difficult. Fortunately, our instructors shared various
useful tips with us, and after several deeply embarrassing falls, we managed to grasp the basics of skiing.
The next few days were very rewarding (although I
spent a disproportionate amount of time sitting
frustrated in the snow, with my skis strewn several
meters away from me after falling).

“

enjoying a
packed meal
with nothing
but kilometres
and kilometres
of snowy
mountains is an
experience i
will always
remember.

”

Slowly, we progressed on to more challenging slopes,
which brought about even more amusing falls and
memorable stories. Snowball fights were spontaneous
and common, much to the amusement (or dismay, it
was hard to tell) of our friends caught in the crossfire.
Fantastic as the skiing was, what made this trip one of
the most memorable experiences was the people. Each
sunset brought new activities and more laughter to our
homely resort. After scrumptious dinners every night,
we would gather in the lounge to share stories of our
days and play games. Some of us had brought board
games and card games, and every night was an opportunity to make new friends whilst engaging in intense
rounds of Avalon and Bridge.
I distinctly remember one sunny morning, on which
we had no lessons. A couple of us decided to head to
the peak of the nearby Val-d'Isère, guided by some of
our more experienced friends. Enjoying a packed meal
with nothing but kilometers and kilometers of snowy
mountains surrounding us is an experience I will
always remember.
Amazing friends were made, unforgettable memories
were formed, and delicious food was heartily
consumed. What more could I ask for?

rajah and tann
moot 2018
By: Jazreen Chee

In February 2018, law students hailing from
different universities across the UK convened in
Cambridge for a gruelling moot prepared and
judged by previous and existing Cambridge law
students. Since this event catered largely to
Singaporeans from universities all over the UK, it
was heartening to see a mini reunion of
Singaporean law students, many of whom were
already acquainted with one another. Delegates
from University College London (UCL), King’s
College London (KCL) and Bristol University were
present, in addition to teams from Cambridge.

The final round the next afternoon witnessed the
surviving Cambridge team against surviving team
from KCL. The final round was especially
prestigious, since the organisers took the extra
effort to invite three very distinguished barristers
to judge the final moot: Sir Bernard Rix (a judge
of the Singapore International Commercial
Court), Mr Ng Jern Fei, and Ms Sushma Ananda.
The judges posed very compelling questions and
provided insightful comments on the mooters’
individual performances after both teams
concluded their arguments.

The moot problem concerned a hypothetical
scenario, building on the outcome of a landmark
case regarding the calculation of damages in
contract law. The judges for the preliminary
rounds, despite being students, did not spare the
teams in articulating and substantiating their legal
reasoning behind their arguments.

While the team from KCL put up a very good
fight, the winner was the Cambridge team (for the
second year running), and each member of the
winning team was awarded with Amazon
products.

The organisers for the moot also catered an evening
reception on the first day – complete with wine
and canapes – for mooters and student judges alike
to network or catch up with one another, and
receive feedback regarding their earlier mooting
performance. Towards the end of the reception, the
much-awaited news of the teams proceeding to the
semi-finals were announced.

On behalf of CUMSA, we would like to thank the
organisers for taking the time and effort to plan
the moot, the barristers for their time and valuable
insights, kind CUMSA members who hosted the
mooters, as well as Rajah and Tann LLP, for
kindly sponsoring the moot.

dinner
and
dance
2018
By: Ng Yau Xuan

Themed “Lah Lah Land”, our annual
Dinner-and-Dance event was organised at Revolution
this year. The night of light-hearted fun and laughter
was attended by close to a hundred CUMSA members.
DnD 2018 was not the conventional formal event that
the society is accustomed to. Instead of restricting
ourselves to a fancy ball with a lavish 3-course meal, the
CUMSA Committee decided to switch up the atmosphere to allow for a slightly more informal meal
setting, whilst revving up the fun element that might
have been unbefitting for a formal event.

This year’s event boasted a buffet spread of close to 10
different dishes: from sweet potato fries and chicken
caesar salad to meatier options like Picanha steak with
sauteed potatoes and sticky chicken skewers, the buffet
was indeed a spread that all guests indulged in, many
even going for seconds and thirds. Guests could also
roam around the area to mingle with their peers. There
was also a photobooth complete with props set up for
guests to snap wacky pictures to remember the night.
The atmosphere was lively from the onset, and the five
musical performances of different music genres

entertained the guests throughout the night. Beyond
the wonderful performances, several stage games were
organised between the performances which involved
the crowd. The most popular was “Don’t Forget the
Lyrics”, where the entire crowd sang their hearts out to
well-known favourites as the songs were played.
The dinner drew to a close with an exciting lucky
draw, where 20 lucky guests, amidst the rest waiting
with bated breath, walked away with a range of prizes,
including a rice cooker, a unicorn plushie and a £25
Ryanair voucher.

However, the night didn’t end there: after dinner was
over, the area was transformed into a dance floor, and
guests were invited to unwind to classic dancefloor hits
curated by some members of the CUMSA Committee.
The transition to a less formal event proved to be a
success. DnD 2018 was truly a night for all to
remember.
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